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It seems all but lost. The claims of the realness of the climate change issue are followed 

by claims that it does not even exist. The call for action is met with the government dragging its 

feet on real change. And those who fight for the issue are met with the doubt of others. They say 

that the problem does not really exist. They say the fight has already been lost. They say that it is 

hopeless. They say that it is not our responsibility. But who are they? Who are they to stop our 

progress? Who are they to stop our fight? Who are they to shut down an issue that affects us all? 

Who are they to keep us from saving the very environment that encompasses the place we call 

home? Who are they to stop our better future? 

Acknowledgements  

It is first important to recognize the fact that different people refer to climate change in 

different ways. Even though you believe in climate change, you might find that you use a 

different term to describe the issue than others, or you may use them interchangeably. Some 

people prefer the term global warming over climate change, and vice versa. For the purposes of 

this paper I will be using the term climate change. According to Jonathon Schuldt, Peter Enns, 

and Victoria Cavaliere, professors at Cornell University, the term climate change is preferable 

because it evokes greater understanding of the climate issue. Global warming on the other hand, 

carries the distinct meaning of global surface level temperatures rising. Global warming is also 

more closely associated with the idea of a hoax (Schuldt, J. P., Enns, P. K., & Cavaliere, V, 

2017). Using the term climate change not only provides a better understanding of the variability 

encompassing the issue, it provides a term that is less plagued by non-belief related to fear or 

hoax feelings and assumptions people hold towards the term global warming. I am also using this 

term to escape some of the politicization that has plagued the climate issue from the beginning, 

which will be discussed later in this paper.  
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History – why we have to make the change  

Climate change has a long history of being denied by people, and a slow effort to make a 

change in the way we currently live our lives.  Kevin Armitage, associate professor at Miami 

University, states that reviews of peer-reviewed journals on climate change find that no articles 

contradict the scientific consensus that climate change, caused mainly by human activity, is 

happening (Armitage, K. C., 2005). Despite the number of claims that exist and continue to be 

made about climate that argue that it is anything from not happening, to a hoax, to not as bad as 

the scientists say, there is no body of scientific peer reviewed articles or work that contradict the 

consensus currently accepted by the scientific community. Yet, these claims and arguments still 

fuel the fire that powers the system of people in power, particularly the federal government, not 

taking significant action to combat the climate issue. The denial that perpetuates non-action 

hinders the issue and is largely due to the politicization and backlash from the right-wing 

(Armitage, K. C., 2005). For many reasons, denial is one of the largest explanations for why 

more action is not being taken to combat the climate issue.  

In the early 1970s there was not yet a consensus on how climate change would affect the 

world, but there was a consensus that dangerous change was possible. Environmentalism 

associated with early climate acknowledgement events began the association of the issue with 

the political left (Armitage, K. C., 2005). Much like today associations like these for any issue 

can be devastating to the outcome of what action will be taken. No matter the issue, the 

association of it with the other side of the political spectrum might throw off people. For instance 

when gun control issues become associated with the political left, different assumptions are made 

about the motivations than there would be if the political right were discussing the issue. 

Ideology begins to be threatened when the climate change issue begins to be associated with a 
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political distinction (Armitage, K. C., 2005). And when you threaten people’s ideology, they are 

just more likely to become rooted in their ways, and fight against your efforts to make change.  

By the 1980s a consensus began to grow that increasing CO2 levels would produce 

increases in global temperature. Climate change effects such as drought and heat had caused 

severe problems across the globe. However there were still people that denied the issue. George 

W. Bush, who at first boasted the intent of the White House to tackle the greenhouse effect and 

the threat it poses to the American people, turned away from it citing uncertainties surrounding 

the issue (Armitage, K. C., 2005). So, it is no wonder that confusion now surrounds the climate 

change issue. Even today, when even more evidence of the damaging effects of climate change 

has surfaced, denial of the issue still stands in strong opposition to change. This causes those that 

believe in the issue, or who are skeptical, to find it hard to avoid confusion and doubt. For this 

reason, I am going to try and give as much clarity as possible in explaining why it is so important 

that we start making the change ourselves, instead of waiting for a political means to solve the 

issue. Presidents like Bush, and our current administration, stand in the way of creating change, 

but they do not block it. President Donald Trump cannot undo the work Barack Obama did to 

highlight the issue and begin moving the U.S. in the right direction. More importantly, they 

cannot hide the overwhelming amount of reasons why taking action is so important.  

However, the political nature of the issue isn’t the only motivation behind denial. People 

simply are fearful of a reality where climate change is a dangerous issue. Where they would have 

to seriously look at how they affect the planet. They are unwilling to let go of their current 

lifestyles, at the risk that they might have to give up something they enjoy, or a way they would 

prefer to live their life. It is simply too much to ask of them to turn off lights when they aren’t 

home or use a form of transportation that emits less CO2 because they like the car they drive with 
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a devastating carbon footprint. People simply don’t want to face the issue because it calls into 

question every aspect of our lives, and how we can change them for the better of humankind.  

 Lastly, politicization and selfishness attached to denying the issue are not the only long-

standing problem. In addition to denial of the problem, claims of the cost being too high for 

anything to be done also stand in the way. Even if the political right is wrong, and the issue 

really does exist, they will still drag their feet on making change citing the economic cost of 

taking action to combat the issue. But in reality, the economic benefits far outweigh the costs that 

it would take to take significant action in combating the climate issue. In fact, Joseph Romm, 

Senior fellow at American Progress and previous assistant to the U.S. department of energy, 

states that economic growth will shrink only by .06% Avoiding dangerous warming has a low 

net cost and, by taking action now and sacrificing little economic growth, we can escape even 

more costly solutions down the road, which would incur if we delay action (Romm, J., 2016).  

 This is why it is so important that we take action where others won’t. Economic costs and 

denial of the issue prevent action from being taken by those in federal government positions, but 

if we can start making change at a lower level, if we can cause a bigger need for those in power 

to take action, we can start the wave of change that could save us from the more devastating 

effects of climate change and more serious economic costs.  

Why is it important to make an impact at a lower level?  

 Despite mounting evidence for the existence of climate change, denial of the issue and 

protest against costs continue to prevent legitimate action from being taken by our federal 

government and others in positions of power. That is why it is so important that we take the issue 

upon ourselves. If others won’t stand up and say enough is enough, we must. Throughout history 

those doing the groundwork, those fighting for what they believe in, and those pushing the 
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people in power have brought about change. The climate issue is no different. When the 

American people decided they had enough of segregation they took a stand, it is time we do the 

same for mother earth.  

 Patrick Mazza, founding member of the climate solutions team, believes that by tackling 

climate change at a local level, we can create change at higher levels (Mazza, P., 2002). Tackling 

the issue at the local level allows people to get closer to the issue, and force those in power at 

higher levels to make the changes necessary for a global effective approach to the problem. Not 

only can it help push for change on a global level, but it helps make strides at the local level by 

combating localized effects of climate change. Climate change is not an issue that can be solved 

by one person changing the way they live their lives, but when those people start to add up, 

across states, regions, and countries, then real change can begin to happen.  

 Mazza believes that taking the issue to the local level allows people to understand the 

concept of climate change more clearly, allowing people to see how it is effecting them at home 

where it hurts the most (Mazza, P., 2002). If we can take the issue to all of our homes, to the 

surrounding towns and cities, and even states, we can get them to join in on our efforts to create 

change at a higher level. By localizing the issue we can show people, and the world, that this 

problem is real, it is happening, and it is going to change our lives and the world we live in. 

Droughts will lead to wildfires, forests once filled with deer and other woodland creatures will 

decrease in population as food and water supplies dwindle, and dangerous storms like Hurricane 

Katrina will begin to pelt cities. Our homes as we know them will become unrecognizable. If we 

can get people to see this, to see climate change in that same personal light as they might 

women’s rights, gun control, or health insurance costs, we might stand a chance of building up a 
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large enough combined effort of localized support over the country to gain traction at the 

national and global levels.  

What are the consequences of not pushing for action? 

 The effect of climate change has not only sped up in the past years, but the laundry list of 

consequences that we may face is growing and becoming more concerning (Romm, J., 2016). 

Mark Maslin, fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and professor at the University College 

London, believes that there are six areas of evidence for climate change, being the following: 1) 

a tracked rise in the levels of greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere, 2) greenhouse gasses 

absorbing heat, 3) tracked significant changes in global temperatures and sea level, 4) effects of 

natural change of the climate cannot explain the warming trend, 5) significant changes to the 

earths climate system including retreating ice, and 6) a shift of the number and intensity of 

extreme weather events (Maslin, M., 2014). These pieces of evidence begin to form the basis for 

the list of consequences that we face if we do not try to start making and pushing for significant 

action. I will go into some detail on a few of the consequences we face, because understanding 

the consequences is essential for understand the why the climate issue is so important, and why 

taking action is so time sensitive, not only to the world around you, but to you and your home 

personally. 

 One of the most obvious consequences of climate change, which only intensifies with 

delay of taking action, is the increase in global temperatures and the subsequent increase of 

ocean temperatures and sea level due to ice melt. Most of the human caused warming goes into 

our oceans, because the oceans store heat so well and can take up the excess heat that cannot be 

absorbed by the earth’s surface or the atmosphere. Increased ocean temperatures mean thermal 

expansion of the water that composes the oceans. The warmed water then takes up more space 
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than it previously did because of the expansion, causing increases in sea level (Romm, J., 2016). 

These increases in sea level in turn only mean more problems. As sea level continues to rise, our 

coastal towns and cities as we know them may cease to exist, becoming completely taken over 

by water if current greenhouse gas emission habits continue to persist. Al Gore, former vice 

president, Nobel Peace Prize winner, and founder and chair for the Alliance for Climate 

Protection, presents models in his Inconvenient Truth climate change presentation of what cities 

in places such and New York and Florida will look like with current projected outcomes of sea 

level rise. Gore’s models show that if the West Antarctica Ice Sheet were to completely melt, sea 

level would rise 20 feet leaving the World Trade Center Memorial underwater as well as major 

population centers in many U.S. states and other countries (Gore, A. (Writer), 2006). Your 

summer home at the beach may be buried under water, the islands that many people call home 

might just disappear, and places where you thought you might not ever have to worry about 

flooding taking away your home may as well.  In the 2016 film Before the Flood, Leonardo 

DiCaprio, actor and establisher of the Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation which is devoted to 

environmental awareness, talks to Dr. Enric Sala, a National Geographic explorer-in-residence, 

who tells him that by 2040 people would be able to sail over the North Pole if current habits 

persist (Stevens, F. (Director), 2016). Taking action is the only clear answer to at least somewhat 

preserve our way of life. We may not be able to stop out life and homes from changing in some 

capacity at this point, but we can stop them from becoming unrecognizable if we take it upon 

ourselves to push for significant action.  

 Another consequence of climate change is the increase in the amount of wildfires, heat 

waves, and droughts related to the increased temperatures. Dry conditions combined with high 

temperatures lead to an increase in the chances of wildfires. And in turn, when wildfires happen 

they can and do spread far and fast provided with a wide and far-reaching area of fuel to keep the 
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fires going. Just look at the recent fires in Tennessee and California. Fires caused by arson in 

Tennessee were able to spread far and fast because of dry conditions. The California wildfires 

caused and fueled by hot and dry conditions combined with high wind speeds were even more 

deadly. Fires like these contribute to even more devastating climate problems. Through the 

process of photosynthesis trees and other plants take CO2 out of the atmosphere, converting it 

into oxygen and removing a great portion of the greenhouse gas pollutant out of the atmosphere 

where it causes harm (Romm, J., 2016). Wildfires contribute large amounts of CO2 into the 

atmosphere while destroying the ecosystems means of absorbing and converting CO2. CO2 that 

would have once been absorbed in a positive way now finds itself being absorbed in other areas 

because the amount of plant life available simply cannot absorb all the CO2 that it once could. 

Deforestation takes away even more of the plant life that could be absorbing CO2, leaving more 

that has to find a means of being absorbed in an alternative way (Romm, J., 2016). Not only does 

this increase in atmospheric CO2 contribute to increased global temperatures, it then in turn fuels 

other climate change consequences. When there is more CO2 in the atmosphere, greenhouse gas 

levels rise. When the greenhouse gas levels rise, what cannot be absorbed by the remaining plant 

life now finds a new home in the ocean, which in turn raises ocean temperatures expanding the 

water and rising sea level even more. At the same time, global temperatures are increasing and 

causing more ice melt, which also contributes to sea level rise at the same time. Consequences 

like these turn into what I like to call a sort of domino effect, when one consequence ‘falls’ more 

fall with it, only adding to the problem. What happens when the last domino falls? Do we really 

want to live in that world?  

 Another consequence of global warming is the increase in frequency and intensity of 

extreme weather events. Not only will drought and wildfires grow more severe and widespread, 
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but also storm events will intensify and become more frequent. Warming related to climate 

change puts more water vapor into the atmosphere, creating more frequent and intense 

precipitation in already wet areas. Devastating storm surges become more likely in relation to 

increases in sea level, and because hurricanes draw power from these now expanding and 

warming oceans they have even more fuel making higher category storms (Romm, J., 2016). The 

U.S. in 2017 alone has been no stranger to these extreme storm events. The fall was filled with 

an unusual barrage of storm events devastating on unprecedented levels. In the period of a month 

from mid-August to mid-September the U.S. was hit with 6 hurricanes formed off of the Atlantic 

coast, 4 of which fell into the category 4 and 5 distinctions. Hurricane Irma became the most 

intense Atlantic hurricane to strike since Hurricane Katrina, which devastated New Orleans in 

2005. Irma was followed closely by Hurricane Maria, which devastated the U.S. territory of 

Puerto Rico, whose people are still dealing with the aftermath today. Intense storms such as these 

cost billions of dollars in relief efforts and damage, and result in a great loss of human life. To 

those politicians who stress the economic costs of taking action on climate change, we should 

show them the death tolls, and the billions of dollars that have to be spent to clean up the 

devastation created by climate change intensified storm events. Are they thinking of those costs? 

Are they thinking of the cost that delaying significant action brings like these events?  

 Finally, a perhaps less thought about consequence of climate change is the dislocation of 

people, a result of all the other consequences of climate change. When people’s homes are 

burned down, drowned by water, put in a drought so severe that the area is simply unlivable, 

those people have to go somewhere. Without a home or a safe place to lie their head at night 

these people will be pushed into places that cannot support them, or places that are already 

overpopulated, or quickly becoming.  
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  The message is clear, if we can’t take action on the climate change issue the 

consequences and devastation that result will come at a far greater cost of human life and money 

than any course of action to combat it would cost the world economy. Droves of people will be 

burned in wildfires, plagued with the health consequences of droughts and heat waves, drowned 

in storm surges and flooding, killed in the devastating paths of increasingly dangerous hurricanes 

and storm events, and made homeless. If we don’t take action now, the consequences only grow 

greater, not only for others, but also for your own family. If we can take action at the local level, 

and push for those at a higher one to do the same, we can prevent some of the backlash that 

current habits have already guaranteed.  

So, what can we do about it?  

 According to Joseph Romm, the most common source of confusion about solving the 

climate change issue is that if we simply stop emissions we can stop climate change, but this is 

not the case (Romm, J., 2016). Simply put, the damage has already been done. We can’t stop the 

world from experiencing any effects of climate change, but we can stop it from experiencing 

harsher consequences. Even if we were to totally stop emissions, global temperatures would 

continue to rise for a few decades due to the CO2 that has already been put into the atmosphere  

(Romm, J., 2016). Basically, the more CO2 we put into the atmosphere the longer it takes for the 

total existing amount to work its way out of the atmosphere (Romm, J., 2016). So, the steps we 

can take to start working towards pushing the higher ups for larger action involve decreasing our 

CO2 emissions in an effort to stabilize the amount of it there is in the atmosphere. Current 

suggestions state that the world as a whole should aim to keep warming (change) at or below 3.6 

degrees Fahrenheit, above which warming becomes increasingly dangerous to humanity. Romm 

suggests that in order to avoid going over this limit we need to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 



Climate Change and You: Make a Difference 12 

50% by mid-century (Romm, J., 2016). Reductions like these obviously aren’t going to happen 

by 10 people in one city making cuts to greenhouse gasses in their personal lives. However, 

when the number of people and towns and cities begin to grow, significant change can be 

achieved, and significant pressure can be put on those in positions of power. Beginning our 

efforts by making changes at home is essential, it takes everyone stepping up and making 

sacrifices to achieve our goal. The rest of this paper will discuss some ways that you yourself can 

make changes in your daily life, and what you can encourage others to do in theirs.  

 One of the obvious steps you can take in reducing your carbon footprint is reducing the 

emissions you create with the energy you use to power your homes and the businesses you may 

own. When possible, changing the sources you draw that energy from can greatly reduce your 

carbon footprint. One of the ways you can do this is through the use of solar panels, which is 

becoming a growing industry and way that people are powering their homes and businesses. 

Some solar panel businesses allow you to now lease solar panels from them, having them 

installed on your home (or any other structure you want to power) and paying a monthly fee for 

using the panels (Romm, J., 2016). Of course there are many other ways you can change your 

emissions related to energy as well. In some areas energy from wind turbines are becoming more 

common place, biomass and hydropower are also becoming growing sources of energy although 

they are perhaps less feasible for the average American citizen than wind or solar energy. In 

some places, by placing wind turbines on your land, you can not only provide power for yourself 

but also get into the business of renewable wind energy. Particularity if you live in mountainous 

or costal areas or the Great Plains wind energy is a great option for you.  

 Another option for reducing your carbon footprint is by watching the emissions you are 

creating through your transportation needs. One of the ways you can do this is by not flying as 
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much (Romm, J., 2016). Transportation by air creates far more emissions than you would create 

by any other means of transportation. The decisions you make with your personal means of 

transportation aside from air travel greatly influence your carbon footprint. By working from 

home on some occasions, riding a bike, using mass transportation options in your town or city, or 

car pooling (Romm, J., 2016). Another option is of course obtaining a fuel-efficient and/or high-

mileage car, or an electric car. More car manufacturing companies are optimizing their vehicles 

to have a lower carbon footprint, or simply creating cars that don’t use traditional fuels like 

gasoline. Electric cars are being purchased more and more these days that you can charge at 

charging stations across the U.S. or from your home (potentially powered by solar or wind 

energy). Changing transportation habits will not only lower your carbon footprint, but it can 

include other benefits such as lowering issues with smog in areas like Los Angeles, which has 

harmful effects on public health.  

Carbon emissions are also creating from producing just about any product or service you 

can think of that you use. Carbon emissions are created by anything that has to be obtained to 

produce the product, the process of making the product, and ultimately the transportation of that 

product to you. Some ingredients in products can have a bigger carbon footprint than others. It is 

important that you look into the products you are buying and what goes into them when making 

your decisions of what you want to purchase.  

Lastly, your diet can be a large contributor to your greenhouse gas emissions (Romm, J., 

2016). From the emissions that are produced from the means of transporting the foods that you 

buy and eat, to the emissions that are produced from producing or raising the product itself. This 

isn’t to say that everyone should become a vegetarian, that isn’t feasible. However, you should 

think about where the foods you are buying and eating are coming from, what they are made of, 
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and what emissions go into producing them. This can help you put more thought into what 

products you choose, and in turn lower your emissions.  

As you can see, there are many options for lowering your own personal carbon footprint, 

and make your own impact in the climate change issue. However, perhaps the most important 

thing you can do is spread that change to others. That doesn’t mean you need to go badger 

people who don’t believe in the issue. It doesn’t mean you should force people to change their 

lives if they are unwilling. Taking the step to change your own life is enough. It is enough 

because your efforts in combination with the efforts of many others across the world will push 

those who are dragging their feet or will not budge on the issue to take action on the higher level. 

If every state is making progress towards combating climate change, the national level will in 

turn see the need and reasoning to do the same. When states pushed for marriage equality, and 

slowly but surly began passing it at their level, the national level had to in turn do the same, 

because overwhelmingly a lot of the country already had. If we persist, if give others an 

example, and if we push for change, we can accomplish what we need to. We can show those in 

power that change is necessary, that it can be done, that it isn’t too big a cost or risk; standing by 

idly is.  

It’s up to us, to start the ripple that makes the wave that moves the ocean of change. For 

those that believe in the fight, but who believe we are powerless in our fight against a machine 

that will not let us progress, it is up to us to turn the tide of change, by taking action where others 

will not, and force change upon them.  
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friends; local opposition to highway expansion, power plant construction, and oil 
and gas drilling; and the economic health of climate-related industries such as 
recreation, agriculture, forestry, and hydropower” (Mazza, 2002).  
 
This article will be beneficial to my own writing because it goes into great detail 
about one viable climate change solution. Mazza focuses on bringing the issue to 
a lower scale in order to help change get enacted there, where it can carry on to 
higher levels. Aiding understanding and action at lower levels is essential to the 
climate change issue, because it helps band together the people affected by the 
issue, and causes a pressure at a higher level, which is needed to help solve the 
climate issue. I would like to focus on some individual and state/local climate 
change solutions in addition to the national solutions, because they are also 
essential.  

 
Romm, J. (2016). Avoiding The Worst Impacts. In Climate Change: What Everyone Needs to 

Know? (pp. 147-169). Oxford University Press. 
 

In the chapter “Avoiding The Worst Impacts”, author Joseph Romm answers 
various questions about climate change impacts. Romm talks about the tipping 
points and lines we shouldn’t cross, as well as impacts associated with crossing 
those limits set by the scientific and world community, and what can be done 
about those impacts. Romm also talks about economic costs associated with 
action, and the consequences we face if we do not make changes quickly. For 
example, regarding the importance of taking quick action on the climate issue, 
Romm states, “The longer the world delays global action, the more leaders will 
have to commit to deeper and faster emissions cuts” (Romm, 2016). Romm also 
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explains that economic costs for taking action on climate change may not be as 
expensive as the world community may believe, stating “In short, avoiding the 
worst climate impacts means global economic growth of some 2.24% a year 
rather than 2.30%” (Romm, 2016). 
 
This article will help me with writing my paper because it focuses on the 
predicted outcomes of not taking action on climate change, as well as what could 
be done about those predicted impacts. In talking about what can be done, Romm 
talks about the economic cots of taking action on climate change. The cost of 
trying to make a difference in the problem is usually brought up in the argument 
against taking significant action. The economic cost argument has been talked 
about in other pieces that I have read, and this chapter in particular offers actual 
figures.  

 
Romm, J. (2016). Climate Change and You. In Climate Change: What Everyone Needs to 

Know? (pp. 251-268). Oxford University Press. 
 

In the chapter “Climate Change and You”, author Joseph Romm addresses several 
questions as to climate changes impact on the individual, and what we can each 
do to help ourselves face the approaching consequences of climate change. Romm 
states that climate change, “will have significant consequences for both you and 
your family, whether the transition comes fast enough to avoid dangerous 
warming of more than 2°C or not” (Romm, 2016). Romm goes into detail on 
some things individuals can do to help their families face the worst impacts of 
climate change. For example, in regards to keeping costal property, which will 
heavily feel the effects of warming, Romm says, “Whether it makes sense to keep 
coastal property you already own is a decision that can be made only at a personal 
level. However, if your family is planning on selling the property someday, you 
will want to beat the bursting of the bubble, whenever you imagine that is going 
to occur” (Romm, 2016).  
 
This chapter will help me with my own writing. This chapter, unlike many other 
pieces of writing I have read, focuses on impacts at the individual level, and what 
you can do about facing the consequences of climate change. Most other pieces 
focus on the impacts of climate change at a national level. Because of a lack of 
political movement to take action against climate change, it may be left up to 
people on the individual and state/local levels to start taking action.  

 
Romm, J. (2016). Climate Science Basics. In Climate Change: What Everyone Needs to Know? 

(pp. 1-30). Oxford University Press. 
 

In the chapter “Climate Change Basics, author Joseph Romm answers key 
questions about climate change, and brings up essential aspects of the issue. For 
example, on the subject of why scientists are sure that the climate is warming, 
Romm states, “ They have such a high degree of certainty the climate is warming 
because of the vast and growing amount of evidence pointing to such a 



Climate Change and You: Make a Difference 19 

conclusion” (Romm, 2016). When discussing key aspects of the climate change 
issue, Romm continues to reiterate a type of domino effect (which he calls 
feedbacks) that is present in the climate change issue in particular. For example, 
Romm explains, “to the extent that climate change leads to more forest fires, the 
CO2 released by burning trees acts as an amplifying feedback, which then causes 
more climate change” (Romm, 2016). 
 
This chapter will be very beneficial to me in my own writing. The basic 
explanation of the climate change processes, in understandable terms, will help 
me to explain the process in my own paper in order to get to then explain the 
bigger issues as to why the climate change problem is so important to act on. In 
particular, I really like and intend to talk about this domino/feedback effect in my 
paper. The never-ending cycle of problems out actions and climate impacts cause 
is essential to the reasoning behind why climate change needs to be acted upon.  

 
Schuldt, J. P., Enns, P. K., & Cavaliere, V. (2017). Does the label really matter? Evidence that 

the US public continues to doubt “global warming” more than “climate change”. Climatic 
Change, 143(1-2), 271-280. doi:10.1007/s10584-017-1993-1 

 
The article “Does the label really matter? Evidence that the US public continues 
to doubt global warming more than climate change”, details a study conducted to 
find that the term climate change is generally preferred over the term global 
warming. For example they state the differences in interpreted meaning between 
the two terms saying, “In general, global warming refers to the rising global 
average surface-level temperatures that scientists have linked to human activities 
(chiefly, fossil fuel combustion that creates heat-trapping greenhouse gases), 
whereas climate change encompasses broader changes to the state or variability of 
the climate” (Schuldt, J. P., Enns, P. K., & Cavaliere, V., 2017). The article also 
found that the label especially mattered when it came to republicans stating, “Our 
analysis revealed an effect among Republicans but not Democrats (Fig. 1b). 
Specifically, among Republicans, 74.4% (i.e., 235 of 316) of those in the climate 
change condition gave a Yes response, as compared to 65.5% (i.e., 215 of 328) in 
the global warming condition…”(Schuldt, J. P., Enns, P. K., & Cavaliere, V., 
2017). 
 
This article will be very helpful to my writing. With this topic, it is very important 
to discuss the different terms used and their effect, because they have a big 
influence when it comes to questions of belief or human causation. Wording is 
very important not only because of the terms interpreted meanings, but because of 
the partisan divide on the subject. This study will also help me to explain why 
there is such a divide on belief in the climate change subject, despite scientific 
facts present. In addition, this article will also help me choose my own wording, 
as well as be aware of how my writing might be interpreted based on that 
wording. 

 



Climate Change and You: Make a Difference 20 

Stevens, F. (Director), & DiCaprio, L., Killoran, J. D., Packer, J., Ratner, B., & Davidoski, T. 
(Producers). (2016). Before the Flood [Motion picture on DVD]. United States: National 
Geographic. 

 
The documentary film “Before the Flood” follows Leonardo DiCaprio as he 
speaks with several individuals about climate change, and the various effects 
associated. These individuals come from a variety of background as world 
leaders, professors, and people working with the science related to climate 
change. The individuals DiCaprio speaks with believe that climate change is very 
real and happening today, and that it is important to take steps to lessen the 
consequences resulting from our actions. For example, Lindsey Allen, Executive 
Director of the Rainforest Action Network, tells DiCaprio, “We're taking away 
the ecosystems that normally help us to restabilize the climate. Like oceans, 
rainforests absorb carbon from our atmosphere. Decades and decades of the 
forests breathing in the carbon, storing it in the trunks and the leaves and the 
organic matter. Those carbon emissions are being held safe for us. Until we clear 
them, and light them on fire. It acts like a carbon bomb and releases massive 
carbon emissions back into the atmosphere” (Stevens, 2016). Regarding the 
consequences of ice melt and fossil fuels, Dr. Enric Sala, a National Geographic 
explorer-in-residence, tells DiCaprio, “By 2040, you will be able to sail over the 
North Pole. There's going to be no sea ice left in the Arctic Ocean in the summer. 
We are burning so many fossil fuels that the ice is melting. The Arctic is like the 
air conditioning for the Northern Hemisphere. If it goes away, that's going to 
change currents, that's going to change weather patterns, that's going to make 
floods and droughts more catastrophic. It's the most dramatic transformation of a 
large environment ever” (Stevens, 2016).  
 
This documentary will help me with writing my own paper because it offers 
perspectives from world leaders, informed scholars, and scientists alike. The 
rhetoric surrounding the issue of climate change is very important, so it is crucial 
to know is being said, and who is saying it. This documentary reiterates some of 
the scientific findings and projections I have already read about in other articles 
and books, providing an additional voice on these matters. 
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